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141. Micronierax SINENSIS, Sharpe. 

A single adult female of this rare little Falcon. 

“On the 2nd November, 1886, this specimen, a female in 
moult, was shot on the banks of the river Min, about 25 
miles beyond Foochow by my shooting-boy, who told me 
that it was perched on a telegraph-pole, aud that he also 
saw another one. He examined the stomach and found it 
contained insects.”—J. D. T. 


142. Mitvus meuanotis, T. & S. 

Three immature birds. 

“Extremely abundant all over the cultivated country. 
They begin to breed about February, and nest in clumps of 
pines near villages.” —J. D. T. 

143. HaLrrastuR inpvs (Bodd.). 

A single specimen, killed on 22nd August. 

“The only one I have ever seen here.” —J. D. T. 


XXII.—On an apparently new Species of Zosterops from 
Madagascar. By H. B. Tristram, D.D., F.R.S. 


Tur distribution of the great Meliphagine genus Zosterops 
is one of the most interesting studies in ornithological 
geography. Occurring throughout the whole of the Indian, 
Ethiopian, Australian, and Pacific regions, there are no cha- 
racters which in the least mark off the “ White-eycs ” of one 
region from those of another. Some African, Indian, and 
Australian species ave so closely allied as to be only with diffi- 
culty discriminated, e.g. Z. siamensis, Z. senegalensis, Z. lutea, 
from the three regions widest apart. But there is one pecu- 
liarity common to all the regions. While the genus may, 
for convenience, be divided into two groups, the green-and- 
yellow and the grey-and-white, I am not aware of any of the 
latter group being found on continental or quasi-contincntal 
areas. In the insular areas, on the coutrary, we generally 
find two species, onc of each group, and this in the Indian 
and Pacific Occans alike. Some of the grey Zosteropinz from 
tlie Pacific have representatives all but identical in the Mas- 
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carene Islands: e. g. the species of Réunion and of the Pelew 
Islands, of Mauritius and Ualau Island, are respectively hard 
to discriminate. Seeing that a grey Zosterops specifically 
distinct from all others is found in each of the Mascarcues, 
in Mauritius, Bourbon, and Seychelles, and an intermediate 
form in Comoro, it is curious that none has hitherto been 
observed in Madagascar. 

Some little time ago I purchased a small parcel of bird- 
skins from Madagascar. Among them was a grey Zosterops. 
A friend who was with me observed that the parcel must 
have come by way of Mauritius, since Z. mauritiana was 
among them. As we had no specimens for comparison in 
our pockets, I accepted the criticism, though every other 
bird was undoubtedly from Madagascar; but on comparing 
this specimen with birds from all the other islands, I find it 
undoubtedly distinct. It has two very marked points of dif- 
ference. It has no white upper tail-coverts like Z. mauri- 
tiana and Z. borbonica, agreeing in this with Z. modesta from 
Seychelles ; but it has not the strong bill of Z. modesta. 
The second peculiarity is, thatit has the bright ring of silvery 
feathers rouud the eye very strongly developed, while in all 
the other grey species, except that of Anjuan, the ring is 
either grey, instead of white, or is nearly obsolete. The 
coloration of the head and back is pale grey, intermediate 
between the hue of the birds of Mauritius and Bourbon 
and exactly agreeing with Z. cinereus, Kittl., from Kushai, 
from which, however, it differs in its silver ring round the 
eye and in its short and feeble bill, which is stouter than 
in the Mauritius and Bourbon specics, but more feeble than 
in the Seychelles bird. I propose to name it 


ZOSTEROPS HOVARUM, Sp. DOV. 


Z. maurittane simillima, sed sine uropygio albo, capite et 
dorso concoloribus, corpore superné cinereo, paullulum 
intensiore quam in Z. mauritiana, annulo conspicuo 
plumarum albarum oculos cingente; rostro fortiore et 
longiore quam in Z. mauritiana. Long. tot. 4 poll., 
alee 2°2, caude 1-7, fais. °7. 

Hab. Madagascar. 


